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from which a reference text, or abstract, was distributed
among the students.
General Franco supervised and attended to everything,
from the rectification of an obscure point in the ques-
tionnaire to the expense of supporting the cadets so that
the cookery budget would not be unbalanced,
Franco, in love with the Academy, was wedded to his
work. He observed vigilantly the latest practices and teach-
ings that were adopted by the leading academies of Europe,
in order to adopt them at Zaragoza. But above that which
he could import was the contribution of his own ability,
experience, intuition, and genius, which was, in the last
analysis, what gave splendour to the Academy and was the
driving force as it developed under a halo of fame and
renown.
The first oath of allegiance to the flag, the old one that
belonged to the old General Academy, was celebrated on
June 5, 1930, in the courtyard of Maria Cristina. The King
and General Berenguer, who was at the head of the govern-
ment, were present. Mass was said, and at the close of the
ceremonies General Iborra presented the flag to the King,
who placed it in the hands of General Franco.
"Sir," said Franco, "it has been forty-three years since
the General Military Academy received from your august
Mother, Queen Maria Cristina, of lasting memory, this
precious flag. It received it with love and affection, and this
precious flag was the banner of that institution, which
always was noted for its discipline. On this banner are
stamped the four cardinal virtues, constituting an emblem
of self-abnegation* The new cadets of this General Military
Academy will be able to fulfil well their oaths. It is thus that
we have taught them. We know that this flag represents the
King, the Constitution, and our Country,
"You, gentlemen cadets, bear in mind that that red colour